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copyright. If there is any doubt about the validity of the claim for
new copyright, the earlier publication date should be included in the
notice, lest the whole copyright be lost if the new copyright is chal-
lenged in court. This writer recommends the inclusion of the earlier
date in any case, although it is not required by law. If the copyright
claimant is painstaking in not deceiving the public, the courts are
much more likely, as innumerable cases have demonstrated, to protect
his rights when he brings suit against an infringer who bases his case
on a technical flaw.

If a book includes only one or two chapters that have been pub-
lished before it should not be registered as -a reissued work, but on
an Al form. Any material previously published must of course carry
its original copyright notice. If more than half of its content has been
published previously as separate stories or articles in magazines or
newspapers, it should be registered on A6 (see below).

FOREIGN LANGUAGE BOOKS FIRST PUBLISHED ABROAD

Form A3 (see page 204), deposit 1 copy, fee $2.

Only citizens of countries with whom we have reciprocal copy-
right agreements may claim United States copyright on foreign-lan-
guage books published outside of this country. Books of which the
first edition was published before 1909 with no United States copy-
right, or before the date of our copyright agreement with the country
concerned, may not be copyrighted in a later edition that is really
only a colorable reprint, with no new material. Even if the Copyright
Office should issue a certificate of registration for such a book, the
validity of it could be defeated in court if challenged.

If the foreign edition is not to be offered for sale here, seemingly
the copyright notice is not required in all editions. (The courts have
not agreed on this question,) Some copies must bear the notice, how-
ever, as copyright depends on publication with notice. Registration
should be made as soon after publication as possible, although the
law allows six months 'on demand' for deposit. There has been no
case so far in which late registration has invalidated the copyright
of a foreign book.